
Before I start, I have three questions for everyone – 
parents and teachers, as well as students. 
 
Put up your hand if you’ve seen a Spiderman movie. 
 
Put up your hand if watching Spiderman zoom and 
swoop high above the streets is your favourite part of 
the films (it is mine). 
 
Now finally, put up your hand if you think that I’m a bit 
crazy to think that Spiderman flying above the streets 
and you being successful in school have anything in 
common.   
 
If you close your eyes for a minute and listen 
carefully, I’ll explain it to you.  
 
Picture Spiderman in your mind.   
He is high over the middle of a street crammed with 
cars.  If he falls, it’ll be game over for him.  On either 
side of him are tall buildings, he is half way up, maybe 
a bit more. 
 
His right arm shoots out straight in front of him, his 
fingers go into that funny shape that allows him to 
squirt his web-stuff.  The web-stuff zaps up and 
attaches high on the side of the wall of a building 
ahead of him.  He tenses his arm muscles as the web 
catches and the force of gravity pulls down on him 
and swings him forward and eventually up. 
 



Suddenly, his left arm shoots forward, fingers in 
position.  Out goes the web-stuff, sticking high on the 
side of another building farther ahead.  His right arm 
gets pulled behind him and he releases it from the 
web as he swings down and then up again on his left 
arm. 
 
Right arm, then left arm, then right again.  Half the 
time swooping down, half the time swooping up, but 
always moving forward.  Can you see that?  Good.   
 
OK.  If you’re still awake, open your eyes.  If you’ve 
fallen asleep, please don’t snore too loudly. 
 
 
Now here is how learning is like Spiderman zooming 
through the city.   
 
You are Spiderman, and to learn you have to work 
hard.  Sometimes it’s easier than other times (for 
Spidey it’s when he swoops up) and sometimes it’s 
harder (for Spidey it’s when he swoops down).  Like 
you in class, he has to pay attention so that his web-
stuff hits the right part of a building (he wouldn’t want 
it to go through an open window and stick on 
someone’s face). 
 
And he can’t get anywhere on his own – he needs tall 
buildings around him.  It would be pretty dull watching 
Spidey trying to move through a corn field – slow and 
not very interesting – he’d be better of just running. 



 
 
For you, the buildings are your teachers and parents 
and friends.  They give you challenges to grab onto, 
challenges that you can use to pull yourself forward 
and upwards.  They support you, and keep you from 
falling into the street below. 
 
But the buildings can’t do the work for Spiderman, 
and those around you can’t do the work for you.  It is 
up to you to learn, and keep learning, going from one 
insight to another.  Because if you stop working at 
learning, you’ll get stuck – just like Spiderman would 
dangle at the end of his web, unmoving, if he stopped 
going left, right, left, right, left. 
 
 
You’ve zoomed a long way since school began in 
September.  Your arms are probably a little sore after 
all that web-slinging.  You deserve some rest.  It’s 
time to put on normal clothes and spend a little time 
on the ground as Peter Parker. 
 
But remember where you put your Spidey outfit, 
cause you’ll need it again soon.   
 
And one final thing, before you leave today take a 
moment to thank all those strong tall and patient 
buildings around you – particularly your teachers and 
your parents. 


