
  

Before I start, I would like to take a moment to pay my 

respects to a truly amazing man, Brent MacLoed. 

 

Rudyard Kipling’s poem IF, is a favourite of mine.   

It starts with the line –  

“If you can keep your head,  

while those about you are losing their’s  

and blaming it on you.” 

 

I know no-one who better demonstrates this rare and 

admirable trait than Brent. 

 

I just can’t imagine him frazzled, angry, or out of sorts.   

He is so assured that I challenge anyone  

to be anxious in his presence. 

 

Brent is like an astounding center-fielder,  

snagging home run problems effortlessly out of the air 

without breaking a sweat or ruffling his clothes. 

 

Kind,  

gentle,  

modest, and  

one remarkable Principal. 

 

Brent, thank you for your years of guiding the children of 

Toronto, and particularly for building onto the long and 

distinguished history of John Wanless Public School. 

 

 



To the Staff of Wanless –  

I thank you  

for the caring and effort that you bring to these young 

adults every day; 

for building a culture of inclusion,  

a culture of kindness. 

 

To the Parents of Wanless, 

I know the great pride and the thrill that you feel now,  

the wonder of seeing the baby  

who once kept Pampers in business,  

turn into a presentable articulate person. 

 

But this is the time for the Wanless Grads, and  

if you will excuse me,  

it is to them that I would like to speak. 

 

Congratulations.   

You have earned your place of honour in front of us today.   

Well done.   

 

There is an old Bhuddist poverb: 

When the student is ready,  

the teacher will appear. 

 

Sounds like magic doesn’t it.  And there is magic in it. 

 

When a student is ready 

The teacher will appear.   

 

Sort of like “If you build it, they will come”  



from the movie Field of Dreams. 

 

So how can a student’s readiness cause a teacher to pop up 

out of nowhere?   

 

The truth is  

they don’t pop up,  

they’re all around you.   

Your teachers are everywhere.   

 

Your parents,  

your friends,  

your neighbours,  

and even your annoying brothers and sisters  

all have lessons for you. 

   

And of course here, in your school – teachers, caretakers, 

secretaries, education assistants, the Principal – everyone is 

a teacher. 

 

The magic is in the readiness of the student to learn –  

your readiness to learn.  

 

You already know that no teacher can force you to learn 

anything.   

If you want, you can always find an excuse to not learn,  

an excuse not to grow. 

 

But once you are ready to learn something,  

once you really really really want to learn something,  

it is amazing how many people will help you learn it. 



 

 

The responsibility of what you learn is yours, and 

the choices that you make about what you learn,  

will make you who you will become.   

 

Who you will be,  

what you will achieve,  

depends on what YOU CHOOSE to be ready to learn. 

 

 

Two of my heroes are Helen Keller, the student, 

and Annie Sullivan, the teacher.  

They met about 125 years ago in the southern US.   

Their story is told in the 1961 film, the Miracle Worker.  

 

Deaf and blind, Helen Keller was 11 years.   

I can imagine living with the darkness of blindness.   

I can imagine living with the silence of being deaf. 

But the darkness and silence together –  

that would defeat me.   

Helen was deaf, and  

Helen was blind, but  

Helen was not defeated. 

 

She was coddled by her family, and they were at their wit’s 

end on how to care for her.  

 

So they hired Annie Sullivan,  

20 years-old and partially blind herself,  

as Helen’s nanny, to keep her clean and out of trouble. 



 

But Helen didn’t want a nanny –  

Helen wanted the world, independence, knowledge. 

 

Helen was ready, and  

Annie the teacher appeared.   

 

Annie was tireless in finding a way  

past the darkness,  

around the silence,  

to reach Helen’s mind.   

Annie brought language to Helen, and Helen –  

Blind, deaf Helen –  

went to university,  

travelled the world,  

became a famous author. 

 

Helen Keller is one of my heroes  

for her fearlessness and  

for her thirst for knowledge,  

for her decision to reach past her limitations and  

embrace change fearlessly, 

for her refusal to give in to the darkness and the silence, 

 

for her readiness to welcome a teacher. 

 

Become ready, 

welcome your teachers,  

 

and, like deaf, blind Helen Keller, 

nothing in the world will be beyond your grasp. 


