
Dear parents, family and friends of today's grads –  
 
Your years  
of worry and joy,  
of reminding and celebrating,  
of helping with homework and delivering forgotten lunches 
to school  
of dragging them out of bed in the morning and cajoling 
them into bed at night 
have paid off.  
 
Take a deep breath 
You’re almost at the half-way point of the marathon 
And have earned a break, at least for this afternoon 
 
Dear staff of JRR –  
on behalf of everyone here let me express  
our heartfelt thanks  
for the kindness and support  that you have given your 
students,  
for the special relationships that you've built with them.   
 
You have nourished their souls  
and their minds,  
and we and they are in your debt. 
 
And dear grads –  
congratulations and well done.   
Along the way,  
you have been helped by family and teachers,  
and you have supported each other,  
but this journey has been yours –  
it has been your work and skill and effort  
that has brought you to this milestone,  



and your ability to face your fears and overcome them.   
 
I have a question that I’d like you to think about. 
  
Who do you dream of meeting?   
Angelina Jolie or Robert Pattinson?   
Taylor Swift, Beyonce, or Lady Gaga?   
PK Suban or Sydney Crosby?   
Elon Musk or Oprah?  
  
As interesting as it would be to meet any of these famous 
people,  
for years I’ve dreamed about meeting and talking with  
someone whose creativity led them to see things  
that no-one else had ever seen,  
someone whose creativity and hard work  
has literally changed the world. 
 
Someone who has,  
in the words of Captain James T Kirk,  
gone where no one has gone before. 
  
I’ve met a few such people in my life –  
Bill Gates,  
Jane Jacobs,  
Pierre Trudeau.   
  
But my ultimate goal has been to meet and talk with a  
Nobel Prize winner –  
  
Unfortunately Nobel Prize winners are pretty rare –  
way less common than  
movie stars,  
platinum record-selling Grammy winners,  or 



billionaires. 
 
So it has been a thrill for me to meet and  
spend a couple of hours talking with John Polanyi –  
Canada’s only living Nobel Prize winner. 
 
For those of you who don’t know Dr Polanyi,  
he won the Chemistry Prize in 1986  
for work that has helped pave the way for nano-technology 
and cheap lasers.   
 
And then, for good measure 
Pugwash Conference,  
An organization that he helped found 
won the Peace prize in 1993  
for its work in nuclear disarmament and social justice.   
 
Even in the world of Nobel winners, John Polanyi is a mega-
super-star. 
 
I met him to ask if he would allow us to  
name a high school after him, 
A school that is opening this September 
And that will focus on Dr Polanyi’s two passions: 
science and social justice. 
  
Dr. Polanyi has started me thinking more about science,  
and how much like art or music or writing it is – 
an intensely creative activity.   
 
Because science isn’t about knowing  
The right answers or  
The right facts or even 
The right formulas,  



 
Rather, science is about  
asking unusual questions,  
looking around at the world with fresh eyes 
finding hidden patterns 
and having the courage to test your theories against reality. 
  
Science is about  
challenging established knowledge and  
proving that you know more than the experts, 
sometimes even that the experts are completely wrong. 
 
It is about shocking everyone  
(particularly people who think they have all the answers)  
with a brand new way of doing things, of seeing things.   
  
Asking pointed questions,  
Experimenting,  
proving that everyone else in the world in wrong  
and you are right,  
making the world a  better place -   
 
sounds like a perfect activity for young people doesn’t it? 
  
And I think that it is.   
 
There is excitement in questions,  
there is beauty in exploring nature, and  
there is tremendous thrill in figuring out something new –  
in being the only person in the whole world  
to know that one new thing.   
 
As you look out to your future and 
The choices facing you in the coming years  



 
whatever other interests you have, 
Music or sports 
Art or repairing things 
Cooking or reading - 
 
I urge you to embrace a passion for exploring the world 
And understanding it better. 
 
Doing this will make the world a more beautiful place 
 
Maybe 
you could be the one who  
saves a million lives with a new drug,  
finds a way to keep the planet cool,  
or manages to stop violence and war. 
  
And maybe 
Just maybe 
You might win a Nobel prize, 
 
 


